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Welcome   

Welcome to Third Grade! I am so thrilled to be your child’s teacher. The following is a guide to Third 
Grade’s curriculum, routines, and expectations. If you would like further clarity, or have 
questions/concerns, please contact me at rfairbanks@ckseattle.org to set up a meeting.  

Teacher Bio  

I have a B.A. in English Literature from Trinity College in Connecticut and a Masters in Education from 
the University of Massachusetts. I have lived all over the country, and I moved from Boston to Seattle 
eight years ago to be closer to my family. I am licensed to teach both Elementary School and Middle 
and High School Language Arts. This is my fifth year teaching third grade at Christ the King, and I 
spent the two previous years teaching first and second grade St. Cecilia Catholic School on 
Bainbridge Island. I am a graduate of Xavier College Preparatory in Phoenix, Arizona, and I am 
passionate about Catholic education. I feel so blessed to be teaching your children this year.  

Curriculum  

I firmly believe that students learn best when challenged at a level that is appropriate to their 
individual needs.  I have worked hard to develop a curriculum that is both challenging and flexible.  
Students will work independently, with partners, in small groups, one-on-one with me, and as a whole 
class, depending on the needs of the students and the framework of the lesson.  

Religion: We will be participating in weekly Mass on Fridays, and our class will be hosting four school 
Masses throughout the year. You will be notified of these in advance. Two years ago, the 
Archdiocese of Seattle rewrote the Religion standards for pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade. In third grade, we will be studying stewardship, the Apostles Creed, the liturgical colors, 
the sacraments, prayers of petition and prayers of thanksgiving, and the Saints. We will be 
memorizing two prayers this year: The Apostles Creed and Come, Holy Spirit.  

Math: At Christ the King, our math curriculum is standards-based, following the Common Core 
Standards. We will continue to follow the McGraw Hill “My Math” curriculum that we adopted in 
Kindergarten through fifth grade three years ago. This is partnered with Torrey Volk’s “Rethink 
Math” program. Through “Rethink Math”, we complete daily checkpoints to ensure that math 
concepts are both retained and retaught throughout the year. Once a week, we will work in 
small math groups that focus on skill retention and are driven by the data collected during our 
daily math checkpoints. We are so lucky that Mr. Hinde, the Middle School Math Teacher, will 
be joining us on Wednesday afternoons, during our small math group time. We will also be 
using the web-based ixl.com program at school and at home. IXL is a fun, interactive way to 
focus on math skills.   
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Reading:  Students will read a variety of genres throughout the school year through our three 
Readers Workshop units. Our three units are Animals, Africa, and Friendship. Christ the King 
is following the Reader’s Workshop model in grades 3-5. Reading will also be integrated into 
other content areas. In third grade, we will read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, textbooks, and 
magazines (through our Time For Kids subscription).  Students will read independently and 
with a variety of book groups.  I will provide instruction in comprehension strategies, fluency, 
text features, elements of literature, and responding to text in writing and conversation with 
classmates. To reinforce and learn new decoding strategies, we will also be using Modern 
Curriculum Press’ Third Grade Phonics Curriculum.  

Writing:  Christ the King School follows Writers Workshop from grades K-5. Skills will be taught in 
mini-lessons, and writers will write, participate in conferences, and share their work. Students 
will keep a notebook of writing ideas, and the writing process will be our focus. The Six Traits 
of good writing—ideas, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, organization, and conventions 
(grammar, punctuation, and capitalization) will also be taught. Students will practice their 
writing skills in all content areas. Third graders will be learning cursive, using the Handwriting 
Without Tears curriculum. By the end of the school year, they will be expected to write most 
assignments in cursive.  

Grammar/Vocabulary/Spelling: Last year, Christ the King has developed a new method of teaching 
grammar. Grammar instruction will closely resemble the checkpoint model that we follow in 
Math. Students will have one grammar lesson per week and one small group grammar lesson 
that will be driven by the data collected from our daily checkpoints. For vocabulary enrichment, 
we will be studying content words in math, reading, religion, science, and social studies 
throughout the year. For spelling, grades 3-5 follow the program Big Words for Big Kids: 
Systematic Sequential Phonics and Spelling. This is a very hands-on spelling curriculum that 
uses manipulative activities to help students learn to decode and use word roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes. Through weekly interactive activities, students will see how the root words, prefixes, 
and suffixes they have learned can help them read and spell hundreds of other words.  

Social Studies:  Mrs. Tillman will be teaching Social Studies. The emphasis of Social Studies in third 
grade is on communities and cultures in the United States. We will learn about civics, 
economics, geography, and history as we study the varied backgrounds of people living in 
Washington and the rest of the United States. We will explore communities and cultures 
through two interactive Story Path units: “Early Northwest Coast People” and “State Studies”.   

Science: We will complete three science units this year. Most units are from the National Science 
Resources Center Science and Technology for Children series: Rocks and Minerals, Chemical 
Tests, and Plant Growth and Development. These are hands-on units! 

Homework   

Students lead busy lives outside of school, so I will try to limit homework assignments as much as 
possible.  Students should expect 30-45 minutes of homework Monday-Thursday evenings.  This 
homework will always include 20 minutes or more of reading.  Third graders will also have a mix of 
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vocabulary practice, grammar practice, cursive practice, and required math homework on a weekly 
basis.  Other homework may be occasionally assigned on an as-needed basis.  Please check your 
child’s planner and the website homework page every night! Homework will always be a review of 
skills learned in class; students should not be working at home on skills that have not yet been taught.  
Please be sure to let me know if at any time homework becomes a struggle for your third grader.   

You can expect students to bring home incomplete class work, as well.  This shouldn’t happen often, 
but is sometimes necessary in order for students to stay caught up with the class. 

All homework assignments should be written in each student’s planner.  Homework assignments will 
also be posted online on a weekly basis. Work will be brought to and from school in each student’s 
homework folder.  Unfinished homework will result in a missing assignment form that a parent will 
need to sign, and your child will need to return this form with the assignment.  Unfinished homework 
and any other missing assignments (except for those related to excused absences) will be due the 
day after notification goes home. I have attached a sample unfinished homework form. Chronically 
unfinished homework is a serious problem and will be addressed accordingly.  

Independent Reading 

Reading at home is crucial to improving overall Language Arts skills. The Third Grade planners have 
a space on each day for the kids to record the time they spend reading at home. Please help your 
child use this as a log to record the time he/she spends reading at home. This should be about 20-30 
minutes. Of course, reading more than 30 minutes a day is wonderful. There are many ways to spend 
this reading time. For reluctant readers, try splitting up the time and offering a few breaks. Have them 
practice reading out loud to a sibling or to you. You can also sit together and take turns reading the 
pages. If your child prefers to read alone, have them tell you about their reading when they finish. Ask 
questions about setting, plot, conflict, and/or characters. This will help support your child’s reading 
comprehension.  

MAP Testing 

The MAP Assessment (Measures of Academic Progress) is a new assessment that is replacing our 
IOWA testing. Our testing window will be Wednesday, Sept 28 through Thursday, October 6. MAP is 
a common standardized assessment tool for the Archdiocese of Seattle. This online testing will be for 
grades 2-8 in Reading, Language Use and Math. Each test takes approximately 60 minutes, and we 
will be administering the testing in the fall, winter, and spring to chart student growth. Norms are 
based on national averages. We will share scores with students and parents. Scores let us know what 
skills a student is ready to learn. The test finds each individual’s instructional level and adjusts 
problems based on if a question is answered correctly or not. The goal of this test is to find the level 
where a student accurately knows 50-60% of the material, so it is not a mastery test. The results are 
available within 24 hours of test completion. Christ the King will use data from the testing to improve 
instruction. We will use the data to aid in creation of flexible groupings and differentiation. In addition 
the data will help us identify who may benefit from additional support in reading, math, and writing. 
The MAP data will be analyzed in conjunction with many additional forms of formative and summative 
assessments throughout the year. The data will drive our instruction. 
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Assessment   

Students will be assessed on an ongoing basis, both formally and informally.  For example, students 
will take tests, complete projects, do performance activities, put work in a portfolio, meet individually 
with a teacher, and keep journals.  The grading scale is 4-3-2-1. This is in line with the Standards 
Based Grading system. The grade scale shown below will be applied to work that is assessed 
formally:   

CKS Grading Scale 

By the end of September, grades will be available online for 3rd grade parents to view.  Grades will be 
updated a minimum of twice a month.  Formal report cards will be mailed at the end of each trimester.  
This year, those mailing dates are November 17, March 17, and June 23.  Interim progress reports 
are mailed in the middle of each trimester.  This year, those mailing dates are October 14, January 
27, and May 5.  Assessment information will also be communicated during parent-teacher 
conferences, which will be held November 21-23.  

95% and 
above  

 4 Above Standard 

Student work is generally above the grade level expectations 

• Understands the key concepts with ease 
• Applies the processes and skills with ease 
• Extends the concepts, processes, and skills 

85%-94%  3 At Standard 

Student work is at the grade level expectations  

• Understands the key concepts with limited errors 
• Applies the processes and skills with limited errors 

70% - 84% 

 

 2 Approaching Standard 

Student work is progressing toward the grade level expectations  

• Sometimes understands the key concepts 
• Applies the processes and skills with errors 

69% and 
below 

 

 1 Below Standard 

• Student work is generally more than one grade level below the 
grade level expectations  

• Has difficulty understanding key concepts 
• Has difficulty applying processes and skills 

 

 M
C 

 Modified Curriculum 
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Classroom Management  

Third Grade classroom management and discipline is based on the Love and Logic in the Classroom 
program. Students are treated with the utmost respect, listened to, and guided to positive behavior. 
My goal is always to model and teach positive behaviors, and misbehavior is met with logical 
consequences that instruct rather than punish. I am sure that you have all heard about my “Marble 
Jar” and “Thank You tickets”. There are many ways for students to earn marbles and thank you 
tickets, for example: being complimented by an adult for good behavior or kind deeds, treating 
classmates with respect and kindness, exhibiting good learning habits, and setting an example for 
their peers by following Jesus’ teachings. As they gain more marbles, they will be rewarded for their 
successes! A few examples of class rewards include: extra recess time, a curriculum-appropriate 
movie, a free art afternoon, a read-in with pillows and blankets, and a class party. The Marble Jar is a 
way to reward the kids as a community and the Thank You Tickets reward kids for their individual 
behavior. Every Friday, I will draw a few thank you tickets from my bucket, and the children holding 
those tickets will get to pick a prize from the prize jar. 

Because our class is a community, each child takes pride in our classroom. They exhibit this pride by 
performing a job for the class each week. Please refer to our job wall if you are interested in your 
child’s job this week!  

We will be having Morning Meetings in our classroom every day.  Morning Meetings have several 
purposes.  They establish a climate of trust and friendship in the classroom, allowing for respectful 
learning to occur during the rest of the day.  Morning Meeting also provides students with an 
opportunity to practice the many social, emotional, and academic skills that they will need to be 
successful during the school year. 

Students are rewarded for good choices on an individual and group basis.  Thank You Tickets and the 
Marble Jar are examples of this. Sometimes consequences are necessary for poor choices.  For 
example, if a student repeatedly yells while playing a group game, he or she won’t get to play 
anymore that day.  If a student repeatedly or willfully makes poor choices, students may fill out and 
bring home a Think Sheet for your signature.  I have attached one for your reference.  If the poor 
choices continue, a parent conference and/or specific behavior plan may be necessary.   

More serious offences will be dealt with according to the school’s discipline policy. 

All K-5 teachers at Christ the King School will also be teaching the Second Step curriculum which 
teaches social skills and problem-solving strategies.  By learning how to handle their emotions in a 
constructive way, students are able to remain focused on academics.  This will be taught through 
weekly class meetings, where students give compliments and practice problem-solving skills. The 
more tools we can give students for making good choices, the healthier, happier, and safer they will 
be. 
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Attendance    

All students miss school at some point.  Please call or email the school office as soon as possible 
when your child is absent. It is each student’s responsibility to get caught up after missing school.  I 
will collect missed work for absent students, and together we can arrange reasonable due dates.  
Missed tests and science labs should be made up after school.  

Please avoid scheduling family vacations during school time.  We have so much learning to get done 
in 3rd grade, and absences cost students a lot of valuable instructional time.  It is school policy to 
avoid providing makeup work in advance for such absences.  Below is an excerpt from our CKS 
Parent/Student Handbook that requires attention. For more details about the school attendance policy 
refer to the CKS Parent/Student handbook posted on the CKS website. 

Excessive absences, even if excused, will cause a student’s grade to drop. If the absences are due to a medical 
concern contact the principal for a case-by-case consideration. A student who is absent and/or tardy for fifteen days 
of school during one trimester will be subject to a grade drop and/or extra work to receive the trimester’s final grade 
in each class.  This may include, but is not limited to, required tutoring, summer school or possible retention. 

When a student misses more than one and a half hours (90 minutes) during the beginning, middle or end of a 
school day, he/she will be considered absent for a half day.  Please keep all medical and dental appointments for 
before or after school if possible. 

Communication 

On Tuesdays, please look for a weekly folder from the office. The weekly folder contains important 
information about the school and upcoming events – if you have Internet access at home, most of this 
information will come to you online. The folder needs to be returned to school on the following day.  
All students will regularly bring home a Take Home folder from the classroom that will contain 
corrected and returned work. Twice a month, you will also receive an emailed classroom newsletter 
detailing what students are learning in third grade, as well as announcements specific to our 
classroom. 

If you have any questions about any aspect of third grade, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I 
would be happy to speak with you.  I want each student to be successful and happy throughout the 
school year. 

Many Blessings, 

 

Miss Rachel Fairbanks 

 

   

	  


